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The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. Psalm 33:5  

Greetings pilgrims, 

Wishing you joy and gladness in this Easter Season. In a world full of many difficulties, crises, 
and hurt, we recall in this Easter Time that God is with us, alive and well in the world. As we 
celebrate Easter and the risen Christ, “Alleluia” returns to our liturgical celebrations, a joyous 
word that means “Praise God!” The white Easter candle has been lit, symbol of the Risen 
Christ who is the Light of the World. This is a special time set apart when we are invited to 
awaken our memory of God’s presence in our lives.   

Our reflection this month is a reflection on God’s presence — found through appreciation of 
beauty and reverence of creation. Patrick Jurd, Director of Catholic Identity and Mission at 
Ave Maria College, unfolds his pilgrim journey through the words and pictures enclosed. As 
he takes a moment to appreciate nature, people, a simple pleasure, or the complexity of  
architecture, he discovers beauty, gratitude, and God’s presence. He offers insight on how 
these gifts contribute to navigating the times in which we live.  

When we step outside of our daily tasks and concerns, and widen our attention to the   
beauty around us we, too, open ourselves to discoveries born of appreciation and reverence. 
We, too, find vestiges of God, and become more aware of the great gifts that arise from God 
in our lives. Perhaps the next time you step outside, take a second to pause. Listen. Look. 
Breathe. Notice. Let your attention alight on something in creation. Take a moment to       
appreciate. May you find peace, good, and God’s love along the way.   

-Mary Beth  

Mary Beth Wisniewski  
Franciscan Pilgrimage Program, AFCU Outreach  
 

For additional reflections from Patrick Jurd, see below for links to his online 
blog and recent book, This New Day.  
 

This New Day is the fourth book of reflections by Patrick Jurd, with inspiration 
for each day of the year. The book invites us to open to a particular date, to be 
inspired, and to refresh our faith in our God who makes all things new, each 
day, every day. 
 
 

The themes in This New Day affirm, challenge and transform. They cover a variety of topics - 
discipleship, education, prayer, formation, spirituality, integrity, life choices, building          
relationships - in ways that are thoughtful, caring, gentle, inspiring, and serve to remind     
readers that the Holy Spirit is constantly guiding us, every day. 
 
Blog: https://livedgospel.com/ 
 

 

In beautiful things  

he saw Beauty itself and  

through [God’s} vestiges  

imprinted on creation  

he followed his Beloved  

everywhere,  

making from all things  

a ladder  

by which he could climb up 

 and embrace him who is  

utterly desirable. 

 
 

-St. Bonaventure  
Life of  St. Francis 
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Photo: The Spoleto Valley  

The Franciscan Pilgrimage Experience is a cross-cultural journeying together in the spirit of Francis and Clare in 
order to nurture an encounter with Jesus Christ through the spirituality of place. We commit ourselves to serve as 
sisters and brothers, fostering conversion to a deeper Gospel life and promoting the future vitality of the          
Franciscan heritage. 

https://www.franciscanpilgrimages.com/
https://www.franciscanpilgrimages.com/
https://www.franciscanpilgrimages.com/
https://coventrypress.com.au/this-new-day?search=this%20new%20day&description=true
https://livedgospel.com/
https://coventrypress.com.au/this-new-day?search=this%20new%20day&description=true
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I have had the privilege to teach at a Franciscan school for 11 years. When I began, it quickly became 
apparent to me that the Franciscan charism was richer and deeper than any charism I had previously 
experienced. I grew in my understanding and appreciation of Franciscan values which are an          
incarnate expression of what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. For me, ‘appreciation for 
beauty’ and ‘reverence for all creation’ are intertwined. Appreciating the beauty in everything and 
everyone guides me to reverence God and God’s creation. In reverencing God’s creation, I grow in 
appreciation of its beauty. I am reminded of the words from Keats: ‘Beauty is truth; truth beauty - 
that is all ye know on earth and all ye need to know’.  

Francis and Clare both had an appreciation for beauty and a reverence for all creation. Francis’ 
thought is well known through his understanding of creation as brothers and sisters that ultimately 
led to the Canticle of the Creatures. While lesser known, Clare’s understanding was similar. In her 
Process of Canonization, witness 14 (Sister Angeluccia) states the following: “She also said when the 
most holy mother [Clare] used to send the serving sisters outside the monastery, she reminded them 
to praise God, when they saw beautiful trees, flowers, and bushes; and, likewise, always to praise 
Him for and in all things when they saw all peoples and creatures”. Thus, appreciation for beauty and 
a reverence for all creation are firmly based in our Franciscan heritage. 

In April 2019, I had the great good fortune to be part of a FPP pilgrimage to Assisi and Rome. Aside from being well and ably 
led by Sr. Nancy, Fr. Russel and Sam Reinke, appreciation for beauty and a reverence for all creation were evident on the       
pilgrimage in so many different ways. Over the course of our time together, the pilgrims grew to understand and appreciate 
each other. That occurred by recognising each other as facets of God’s creation with our unique God-given gifts but also      
pivotal in our understanding of the meaning of the pilgrimage for each of us. A special shout-out to the staff at Casa Papa Gio-
vanni who took care of us so beautifully.  

I can still remember being gobsmacked by the beauty evident in Assisi in so many ways. One form of beauty is natural beauty, 
looking out over the Spoleto valley. It didn’t matter what time of the day or night. The vantage point also didn’t matter, 
whether it was from my room or the roof of Casa Papa Giovanni, from the Basilica of St Clare or St Francis or from Rocca   
Maggiore. I can still ‘feel’ the warm balm of all that beauty washing over me as well as a greater reverence for God’s creation. 
We also shouldn’t forget the remarkable beauty of the mountain fastness of La Verna, as well as the Carceri and Mount 
Subasio. 

Then there is the human-made creation I witnessed on pilgrimage where an appreciation for beauty and a reverence for all 
creation can be interwoven. Such creations that left their mark on me are (in no particular order): Catacombs of San Sabastian, 
St Peter’s Basilica, Basilica of St John Lateran, the Roman Forum, the Capitoline Museum, St Paul’s Outside the Walls, Greccio, 
the cobbled streets of Assisi, Basilica of St Clare, Basilica of St Francis, Monastery of San Damiano, Basilica of St Mary and the 
Angels and the Porziuncola, as well as the tiny Romanesque Church of Santo Stefano.   

The pilgrimage experience has been a spiritual well from which I have drawn over these last two years of pandemic. Living in 
Melbourne has meant two things. Despite the bleating by some, we have not seen the worst of the pandemic, both in terms of 
infection rates as well as deaths, with which other parts of the world have had to deal. We have also endured several            
extended periods of lockdown. Putting online learning to one side, which certainly has its own challenges, how was I going to 
deal with the sense of being stifled and enclosed induced by lockdown? Over time the answer emerged for me - appreciation 
of the beauty which is around me every day that I might ‘miss’. And once I did that, the world that seemed ‘closed’ due to 
lockdown showed its true face, in myriad ways. My wife and I are lucky that we live near a bay beach - and our dogs             
appreciate it, too! Getting up early also has its benefits. I try to express such thoughts and emotions in my blog:             
https://livedgospel.com  Here is an example: Inward and outward  

The Franciscan values enable us to be a follower of Jesus Christ. In the case of appreciation of beauty and reverence for God’s 
creation, our eyes are opened to the world around us and the many gifts that we already have. Appreciation of such gifts, in 
the words of Richard Rohr OFM, make us more whole and holy. 

Beauty, Reverence and Gifts Along the Way 
By Patrick Jurd   

https://livedgospel.com
https://livedgospel.com/2021/04/04/inward-and-outward/

