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In this Thanksgiving  

Season:  
 

The Lord bless you and keep 

you. 

 

May He show His face to you 

and have mercy. 

 

May He turn His countenance 

to you and give you peace. 

 

The Lord bless you!  

 

 

 

-Blessing of St. Francis of Assisi 

to Brother Leo 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on Franciscan  
Pilgrimage Programs, please call us at 
414.427.0570 or visit our website   

Franciscan Pilgrimage  
Programs 

Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!  2 Corinthians 9:15 

Clare long wished to share a meal with Francis. 
In lieu of sharing a Thanksgiving cena  together, 
let’s take a moment to revisit that special meal:  
 

St. Clare went forth from the convent with one      
companion, and, accompanied by the companions 
of St. Francis, came to St. Mary of the Angels...And when the dinner hour was 
come, St. Francis and St. Clare sat down together, and one of the companions of St. Francis 
with the companion of St. Clare; and thereafter all the other companions sat humbly down at 
the table. And, at the first dish, St. Francis began to speak of God so sweetly, so highly and so 
marvelously, that abundance of Divine grace descended upon them… 
 

And it seemed to those nearby that there was a great fire which encompassed the church 
and the monastery ... But when they reached the Place they saw that there was no fire at all, 
and they went in and found St. Francis and St. Clare and all their company rapt in God 
through contemplation, and sitting about that lowly board. Whereby they understood that 
there had been Divine fire which God had made to appear miraculously to show forth and 
signify the fire of Divine love which enkindled the souls of those holy friars and holy nuns. 
They departed with great consolation of heart and holy edification. Then, after a long while 
St. Francis and St. Clare, together with the others, returned to themselves and being greatly 
comforted with spiritual food but little thought to bodily food, and so, that blessed meal   
being ended, St. Clare, well accompanied, returned to San Damiano.   
    

                                                                                                        The Little Flowers of St. Francis  

Dear Pilgrims,   

Thanksgiving is a wonderful time to share fraternitas. While this year may be a difficult year 

to gather with family and friends, we can choose to be with one another in spirit. The early 

friars travelled far and wide. Clare and Francis, too, were more often apart than together. 

But they always held each other in care, and they carried the Franciscan spirit forward in 

such a way that it is with us now –800 years later. So in this year of Zoom Rooms and social 

distancing, let’s gather in goodwill across the miles.  

We, like the early Franciscans, can hold each other in our care and goodwill. Like Francis, 

we, too, can live in relation to the Good that we have known, and appreciate right now the 

times we have felt grace working in our lives. Separate though we may be, we can hold 

what is best and brightest and let it shed light wherever we happen to be. So, this      

Thanksgiving, let’s light a candle for Franciscans everywhere—and for all who seek to walk 

in Good.  

Thank you pilgrims for lighting our way. May we continue to be light for one another.  

May you have peace and joy this Thanksgiving. 

 

-Mary Beth 

Mary Beth Wisniewski  
Franciscan Pilgrimage Programs, AFCU Outreach  

Piero Casentini  
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I am so grateful for the gift of being a pilgrimage leader,  
and never take that privilege for granted.  

But over the years my greatest gift has been  
experiencing the spirituality of place through the eyes of the pilgrims.  

Those insights from them live on forever in my Franciscan Heart.   
                              -Joanne Schatzlein, OSF 

 
As I reflect on my 37 years of bringing pilgrims to Assisi and other sanctuaries around the 
world, I am most grateful for what I have learned from the pilgrims who join us. From one 
of my earliest pilgrimages there was a priest, a professor in a theological school in the 
States who said to us that we were ignoring one of the most effective  liturgical tools— 
rituals—that could support pilgrims on their journey. And as we incorporated more and 
more rituals over the years into our visits to Franciscan sanctuaries, the pilgrimage has 
been significantly and deeply enhanced. Even a ritual that simply includes moments of 
silence in a sacred place opens unheard/unseen vistas. Jennifer Lash wrote: “I’m          
beginning to realize that you must come slowly to a place; wait a little before feverishly 
resorting to guide books...Place has a mighty tongue of its own.” I’m grateful that         

pilgrimage to sacred places has been a large part of my ministry, remembering what St. Augustine said about it:                     
“The world is a book, and those who do not travel read only one page.”                                  André Cirino, OFM 

 
I am so very grateful for our pilgrims that allow me to exercise my role as disciple:  

to pray, to serve  
and most importantly to share  

my faith through the lens of our Franciscan spirituality and theology.  
        -Mary Elizabeth Imler, OSF 

 
At some point of time on the flight over to Rome on my first pilgrimage as a leader of Military Veterans Pilgrimages, I made up 
my mind to try to be like Jesus for the pilgrims who journey with us: offering a gentle spirit of peace and goodwill.  Of course, 
such lofty impressions get tested. Since then, I’ve embraced my human limitations as a pilgrim guide.  
Still, I am thankful for all the pilgrims who have journeyed with us, especially those who have shared something deeply personal 
with me. It’s a sacred honor to be entrusted with personal struggles at a time when they try to make sense of where Jesus is in 
their lives. I am acutely in tune to these moments on pilgrimage and deeply grateful for them. I have come to realize that I don’t 
have to be Jesus for them; just someone in search of Jesus too amidst all the craziness of life.                                     -Greg Masiello  

 
I am most grateful for journeying with pilgrims  

witnessing how their relationship with God and others has deepened.   
I am deeply grateful, too, for the impact of pilgrimage  

when the pilgrims upon returning  
introduce Franciscan spirituality and values in their places of ministry. 

                 -Suzanne Kush, CSSF 

Franciscan Pilgrimage Leaders are thankful for you! Recently some pilgrim guides shared their gratitude for the gifts of 
walking with pilgrims:  
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